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illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . .. early in the seventeenth century the pueblo ceded to a body of discharged
Spanish soldiers land for a settlement, on condition that the settlers would aid the pueblo in its defense against
invaders. Thus, having been authorized as a bulwark, the town of Taos became an actuality. Today it has a
population of some 1, 200, with the Mexicans far outnumbermg the Americans, and with Mexicano the general
tongue. The town is of adobe construction, and in typical Mexican fashion is built about a central plaza, orpark:
four sides of solid walls, save for the four streets and one lane, enclosing a grassy, shaded square. The Mexican
plaza is an evolution of the old time corral. In times more rigorous, in primitive settlements, these plazas were
but rudely fenced yards into which were herded transient stock, at night, while the owners camped around--
about, thus protecting their property from the marauding Indians and beasts. Gradually buildings surrounded
the corrals, the corrals themselves merged into one--and behold, the plaza. The plaza at Taos formerly was
almost twice as large as now. It is the favorite idling place of the citizens; along its fence saddle-horse and team
are tethered; within it, on fiesta days, are erected booths, and it is thronged with merry-makers. It has had its
tragedies; for in a corner of it, in February, 1847, were hanged a squad of rebellious natives, captured by the
troops in the affray following upon the assassination of. the...
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