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Containing the Annual Address, and Other Papers Member of the Minnesota Historical Society - Ladies and
Gentlemen: | appear before you more on account, as | fear, the partiality of my friends, than on account of any
great profit which may accrue to you from any thing | may have to say. | could wish that some one else, among
the many competent gentlemen | now see before me, had been selected for the duty with which | have been
entrusted; but having been requested to contribute something to the entertainment of the society, | have not felt
at liberty to decline. The society, whose objects we are now met together to promote, has for its chief end, the
record and elucidation of facts and incidents connected with the history, past and passing, of the territory
whose name it bears; but it has also, if | err not, though in a subordinate degree, the preservation and
illustration of the like kind of information in regard to any other portion of our common country, if by such
information the quantum of knowledge can be increased, and the mind and heart be correspondingly enlarged
and improved. It is in accordance with these views, therefore, and because the Executive Committee have not
restricted me in my subject, that | have ventured to go out of the track of my predecessors, who have addressed
the society, and shall take as the subject of my address, this evening, the main incidents connected with an
expedition into the Navajo country, made in 1849, by a command under the direction of Col. Jno. M.
Washington,...
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