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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Memorial to the Legislature of the State of New York
for an Investigation of the Conditions Surrounding Gas and Electric Lighting in the City of New York: The
Merchants Association of New York, January 11, 1905 The City of New York is compelled to purchase lights for its
streets, public parks and public buildings from the various gas and electric companies, doing business in the
city. Under the provisions of the city charter it is made the duty of the Commissioner of Water Supply, Gas and
Electricity of the City of New York to advertise for bids for public lighting and to execute contracts therefor after
such public bidding, the term of such contracts not to exceed one year. The conditions which have infallibly
been found to prevail as a result of the effort of the said city department to obtain contracts for lighting are set
forth in reports made by the department to the Mayor and to the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of the
city during the years 1902 and 1903. When the city administration elected in the fall of 1901 came into office in
January, 1902, the contracts for public lighting had substantially been awarded, and there was no opportunity
for an inquiry into the reasonableness of the charges asked by the gas and electric lighting companies for
public service, until the year 1903; but the Commissioner in charge of the department in the early part of 1902
reported to the Mayor of the City on March 31, 1902, as follows: The City of New York pays to the gas and electric
light companies, for lighting its streets, highways, parks, other public...
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