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Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Cologne, course: Corpus Linguistics: Studies and Exercises,
language: English, abstract: At first sight, prayers and letters might appear to be completely diJerent genres. In
fact, they show similarities, which make them worth comparing. A typical feature of prayers and letters is 'the
high involvement of the addressor with the addressee and the fact that the addressor performs speech acts
which directly aim at the addressee' (Kohnen forthcoming b: 5). One can say that the basic communicative
setting in both genres is similar. This study will provide a corpus-based linguistic description and comparison of
adjective use in prayers, private letters and oJicial letters from the 16th century. Besides the analysis of the
individual text types, there will be an analysis of diJerent functional text sections within these three text types.
The linguistic analysis will be on the level of morphology, semantics and syntax. The morphological analysis
concentrates on the method and distribution of comparison. In the semantic analysis, the adjectives will be
grouped into semantic categories and it will be looked at the distribution of these categories in diJerent text
sections. Concerning syntactic aspects, there are two aims. Firstly, it will be distinguished between attributive,
predicative and postpositive adjectives. The second aim is to look at occurrences, where more than one
adjective modifies a noun phrase and additionally, the composition of these constructions will be considered
with regard to the semantic categories the adjectives belong to. The overall aim of this paper is to find out
differences and similarities in these genres and text sections with regard to...
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