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Senator C. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and | join with my colleague, Senator Sessions, in thanking you
for high-lighting the importance of this issue, and | especially thank our witnesses for coming on this first day of
summer. Sandra Feldman is always there when discussions about edu-cation and children take place, and |
thank her for her leadership. And, Dr. Cooper, | thank you for focusing attention on an area that has not gotten
enough, and | really appreciate your bringing this to a point where we can look at what many of us have
believed for a long time and understand there is evidence to support that belief. And, also, Ms. Ramoglou, thank
you for what you do and the pro-gram that you will be describing. Summer school and an extended school
year has long been a de-sired objective for those of us who have worked on school reform for a long time,
particularly because of the impact it has on low-income children, on poorly achieving children, on children who
face challenges and difficulties because of their environments. It is such an important issue that even in a time
of tremendous budget difficulties in New York City, our new mayor was per-suaded to restore funding for
summer school because the evidence is really overwhelming that we have made some important, albeit
incremental, steps to raise achievement among our students in the New York City school system, and we know it
will be wiped out if there is not some opportunity for continuing educational experi-ences. People like us fill our
childrens summers with all kinds of activi-ties. We...
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